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Ince publication of Barrett and Besterman’s The Divining
od, British and American psychologists have held that per
mances of dowsers and pendulum operators are traceable
arily to paranormal ability. Physical causes, such =
ception through exceptionally sensitive senses, OF thflf
dication through peculiar reflexes of the voluntary or 1
untary nervous system, are thus dismissed. To determiné
e truth of the matter, experiments must be presented which
e v measurable changes in physical values in the reacu.oll

ones of dowsers, if such exist. Laboratory tests can establish
whether such reaction to outward, artificially-induced influ-
‘15 by myotonic reflexes: involuntary muscular tension-

ain surveys show that, in areas of dowser reaction, th_m
ibly present changes of magnetic horizontal intensity,
I soil conductivity and radioactive influences. Th?re-
1 physical causes should be taken into account, with-

avaria and the Tyrol with Wiist’s Local Variometer,
d for sensitivity and exactitude by comparison with
lance of the “Askania Werke” by the director of
sical Institute, Prof. Reich, of Munich. Spots
always first established by the dowser, '»hen
trumentally. In many cases, results coincided as
with strong increase of magnetic field




seemed to affect the dowsers strongly. There were also areas
of reaction in which no stronger magnetic field was indicated.

A second physical method tested the electrical conductivity
of soil by a modified ground inductor. When exciting zones
were measured there was found either a maximum of con-
ductivity or a transition from a higher to a lower conductivity.
In the case of fast-flowing underground water, the exciting
zone was indicated by a geo-acoustic method by listening at
the surface with a crystal microphone with a sound frequency
of over 6000 hz. In clear windless weather, exciting zones in
many cases are characterized by a heightened air potential.

Similar experiments were conducted by the French engi-
neer Cody during surveys at Le Havre. His observations,
which are still being checked and are not final, tend to indi-
cate existence of infiltrating earth emanations, possibly a ray
of slow neutrons brought into being by the influence of ra-
dium emanation on certain ground minerals—those contain-
ing beryl. The intensity of earth emission has a daily and a
yearly course. There is a possible connection between his find-
ings and the fact that there are many cases of cancer in the
area.

These investigations all indicate that magnetic earth-electri-
cal, seismic-acoustic, air-electrical and radio-active variations
are measurable. Laboratory experiments by Haschek, Herz-
feld, Tromp and Wiist show that dowsers also, under these
artificial conditions, will react to such field variations and
oscillations. Not all dowsers react in the same way. Many are
particularly sensitive to one or another form; others adjust
themselves to several forms, then react only to a particular
one. Such action is comparable to concentration of attention

on definite impressions received from a single sense—sight,
for example.

33



