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H SENSE?

1S THERE A SIXT

RAPHAEL KHERUMIAN (France)
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real basis. The independence of these perceptions lro
and space has never been proved. And to say _ ‘
can’t perceive what doesn’t yet exist for the (lilh('lx is to [orget
that all our senses are reciprocally precognitive.

Furthermore the research of Bykov who carried on Pavlov's
work on the conditioned reflexes seems to support the theory
of a sixth sense. Bykov has proved that there are anatomical
structures in the viscera which have a sensitivity comparable
to that of the sense organs. He calls these structures intero-
ceptors. Unconscious impulses from these interoceptors can—
according to the pattern of the conditioned reflexes—set in
motion other organic reactions. The circulatory system ]):lrtici-
pates closely in the work of the interoceptors.
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and per(:'ipients so that we may compare their organic like-
nesses with their telepathic agreement.

A reﬁexc?logical analysis of our data would be most desir-
able. The inability of the great clairvoyants to see into their
own future—in contrast to the perceptions of less gifted in-
dividuals which almost always relate to emotional experi-
ences, accidents to relatives, etc.—seems to arise from the
paradoxical inversion of reflexologists. That is to say that
the. stimulation of the nerve cells reaches a limit beyond
which excitation produces the opposite effect—inhibition.

‘z?ar from contradicting spiritualist concepts, the theory of
a sixth sense brings us closer to the doctrines of the Hindus.
Accor_ding to M. Eliade, the Hindus hold that “the states of
consciousness are refined forms of the same substance which
created the physical and biological world. Between psychic
states and inanimate objects or living beings there are only
differences of degree. But between psychic states and the spirit
there is an ontological difference. They belong to two distinct
types of being.”

."'Fhe influence of a nervous mechanism which curbs or fa-
cilitates parapsychological perceptions shows to what an extent
our cognitive powers depend on our earlier attitudes. A moral
effort can free the scientist from his insensibility or mental
confusion and render accessible to him the rational relation-
ships hidden behind an apparent incoherence. To discover
the truth, one must open oneself to it. Hence, morality ap-
pears as a method of acquiring knowledge.

It would be impossible to overestimate the importance of
parapsychological research. The troubles of our times can
only be cured when science integrates the sixth sense and its
evidence into its view of the world. Only by filling in this
tremendous gap will it be able to retrieve its mistakes—mis-
takes which are different from but symmetrical with those
of so-called “primitive” civilizations.
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